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What if machine-systems are more accurate than humans at observing human features and tracking human 
emotions? Compared to the newest machines, Sherlock Holmes’s powers of observation would be virtually nil. In 
the most advanced 21st-century cities, Holmes would be a spectator – and the 'observant machines' that he 
prefigures would track him with mystifying ubiquity and observe him with disconcerting intensity. In this lecture, we 
will ask what this means – and where culture is heading. 


