[bookmark: _GoBack]LECTURE DESCRIPTION:
Marranos were Spanish and Portuguese Jews who converted to Christianity at the time of the Inquisition to avoid being massacred or forced to flee. But most of them continued to practice Judaism in secret. Victims of political violence and religious intolerance, unassimilable despite forced baptism, persecuted by the first racist laws, forced into interior emigration, no longer Jews, but not even Christians, the Marranos become the other of the other. Doubly excluded, doubly estranged, condemned to a life of existential duplicity with no way out, they were spurned by both Christians and Jews, unable to belong to either community. The lacerating split, the existential duplicity brought them to discover their self, to explore their interiority. The results are disparate: they range from Teresa of Ávila’s mysticism to Kabbalah’s “great myth of exile”, from Menasseh ben Israel’s messianism to Baruch Spinoza’s concept of freedom. Having survived thanks to clandestinity, to the resistance of memory, to the secret of memory, which over time became the memory of a secret, Marranos cannot be consigned to the archive.
Dissidents out of necessity, they inaugurated modernity with their ambivalence and their split self. Their history – which is not over – can be seen as a prism through which to grasp the features of modernity.
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