An Exilic Republic of Letters? Reflections on Émigré Correspondence and Intellectual Interventions with Reference to Zygmunt Bauman and the Budapest School


[bookmark: _GoBack]Introducing his essay collection Reappraisals, the late historian Tony Judt remarked that ‘the twentieth century saw the emergence of a new intellectual type: the rootless “voyager in the century.”’ He was referring here to the proliferation of intellectuals in exile generated by the century’s profound upheaval, above all the emergence of totalitarian movements in the 1930s. Taken collectively, Judt suggested, these intellectuals came to constitute ‘a twentieth- century “Republic of Letters”: a virtual community of conversation and argument whose influence reflected and illuminated the tragic choices of the age’.  This presentation works with and develops this notion of an ‘exilic republic of letters’, interrogating in particular how it was constituted materially, and in so doing makes a contribution to the contemporary sociology of intellectuals. It takes its point of departure from documents in the archive of Zygmunt Bauman, in particular letters exchanged in the late 1980s and early 1990s with members of the ‘Budapest School’, including Agnes Heller, Ferenc Feher, Gyorgy Markus and Maria Markus.  It suggests that these materials – alongside others drawn from the Bauman archive – are not ephemeral to the published work of these writers but are significant documents of intellectual exchange and intervention, exemplary of what we might term an ‘epistolary’ social theory. The presentation will discuss how such practices as letter-writing alongside the existence of institutional infrastructures of émigré publishing challenges certain spatial in influential approaches to the sociology of intellectuals, such as those presented by Randall Collins and, more recently, Patrick Baert which, it is suggested, tend to assume a straightforward relationship between intellectuals and place. It suggests that in an era of intensified forced migration, censorships and hostility towards intellectual life as such, this engagement with neglected ways of thinking in and with displacement is ripe for revisitation and retrieval. 
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