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The European Science Parliament: 

An Initiative for Europe, Participation and Science

The two initiators and providers of the European Science Parliament (ESP), the City of Aachen and the RWTH Aachen University as trigger for innovations, focus on the ESP as new international, intergenerational and interdisciplinary dialogue between the interested public, especially young people from school and university, and experts from science, economy and politics from all over Europe. 
The ESP characteristics and aims at a glance
· International, intergenerational, interdisciplinary
· Implementation of innovative participation forms
· Promotion of the dialogue between science and society in Europe
· Designing the future by accentuated participation of the youth
Key Facts

· Board of Directors: Marcel Philipp, Mayor of the City of Aachen, and Prof. Dr. Ernst Schmachtenberg, Rector of RWTH Aachen University;

· Aims:

· Promotion of the dialogue between science and society in Europe; 

· Designing the future by accentuated participation of the youth;

· Establishing a permanent forum for international, intergenerational and interdisciplinary exchange 
· Concept:

· Innovative European discussion platform for scientific and social challenges; 
· Unique concept and new forms of participation provide a low-level access regardless to age, origin or profession: Preparatory online discussions for everyone, closing highlight: the parliamentary conference in Aachen, Germany with 120 European participants 
· Collective participation of youth, citizens, scientists, business people and politicians ‚at eye level’;
· Future relevant topics require the involvement of tomorrow’s decision makers: youth participation as focal point;
· Focus at the same time on scientific knowledge transfer, a dialogue between science and the general public; 

· In the ESP, no political fractions are formed; 
· Close integration of Online- and Offline-stages of the ESP (Live-Blogging, Live-Video, Online-Participation);
· Results of the ESP conference are forwarded to EU-Institutions as ‘Aachen Declaration’ which is later delivered to several EU-institutions as a policy recommendation.
· Partner:

· Cooperation with universities of IDEA League (Imperial College London, TU Delft, ETH Zürich, ParisTech);

· Further Cooperation in progress (ALMA-Universities, Partner cities, UNRIC, European Youth Parliament);

· Timeline:

· First ESP 2007-2008 about the topic ‚Energy’ successfully completed; 

· Actual ESP 2009-2010 about the topic ‘Water’ is actually in the online-stage; 
· Highlight ESP 2009-2010: Conference in Aachen, 24.-25. March with 120 participants from all over Europe 
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