“World War II: different people - one history”
International Youth Exchange
 

Call for participants
Essen, Germany, 07.-20.07.2010
 The year 2010 brings the 65th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. We all share one history, nevertheless different aspects and facts are highlighted in different countries which result in many point of views. To relfect on them is the background of the youth exchange. The location has been a conscious choice: Essen, European Capital of Culture 2010. It gives an additionally interesting aspect and connects the topic of history and modernity in a special way with special opportunities due to the cultural events going on all year long. Moreover, Essen is an interesting study case for the transformation from a heavy industrial region to a cultural space.

With our grandparents being the last generation having experienced WWII,  group of young people will gather for youth exchange to debate how the past influences and shapes the present and the future and what consequences have resulted and result still today from it, especially for the young generation and their lives today.

Essen, located in centre of heavy steal and coal industry of Germany, the Ruhr area, offers an especially interesting location to study the history of WWII in Germany and its consequences and interconnectedness with its neighbouring countries. With the family magnate Krupp as one of the city’s sons, nowadays Thyssen Krupp, and still one of the leading steal industries on national and international level, Essen’s history was shaped by the war a lot. Arms production, the abuse of hundred thousands of forced labour workers from the former Soviet Union, and the wide destruction of the city at the end of the war have shaped its history. Essen offers an excellent plattform to bring young people from different countries, former war allies and enemies, together and celebrate as well as to remember, acknowledge and refresh the appreciation of the importance of the peace in Europe today, with the 65th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. 

This we will try to understand, study and see during international youth exchange, which will take place in Essen, Germany from 7th till 20th  of July 2010. 

The project aims to bring together young people from 6 countries and partner organizations (Utilapu Nemzetkozi Epitőtabor Halozat (Hungary) International Voluntary Centre “Sodrujestvo” (Russia) Stowarzyszenie “Jeden Swiat” (Poland) Volunteers’ Center of Vojvodina (Serbia) SVIT-Ukraine and SCI Germany. The project is realized with financial support of the German National Agency for “Youth in Action” program of the European Union.

The program of the youth exchange will consist of several stages:
-  preparation stage: during the first five days, participants will go on various excursions (such as the world cultural heritage site Zeche Zollverein, Villa Hügel etc.) to learn about local history and will participate in different workshops in order to create their own plan and workshops which they will conduct in local schools during the second stage of the exchange;

- conducting workshops in local schools in Essen: the topics of these workshops will be defined by the participants themselves, but will be all belong to the theme of WWII and its consequences for the young generation and the intercultural dialogue between nations;

- participation in the Europe’s biggest street festival ‘ Still-Leben Ruhrschnellweg’: taking place on Sunday, 18th July, the participants of the youth exchange will prepare their own contribution for this festival and conduct their activities at the given day having the opportunity to reach a lot of people of different age in an informal way;

- evaluation: the final stage will be an evaluation from the participants of the youth exchange by writing their own reports, school children will be asked to write down their impressions and what they gained from the workshops the international participants conducted in their classrooms, articles in local newspapers will be published for and after the exchange and a questionnaire will be filled by all participants. 

Free time activities: excursions to highlights of the European Capital of Culture, such as Villa Hügel, Zeche Zollverein, Gasometer Oberhausen; intercultural evenings; free time activities such as cycling around Lake Baldeney, will provide space for the participants to exchange and interact in an informal way on personal level.

Financial conditions

All costs concerning meals and accommodation (in tents) as well as the program and materials will be fully covered for the whole duration of the youth exchange. Travel costs will be reimbursed 70% with the following maximum: 

Hungary:175€ 

Russia:245€ 
Poland:175€ 
Serbia:210   

Ukraine:210€ 

 

We encourage you to use environmentally friendly means of transport.
 

Participants profile:
-          Able to work in English

-          Interest and motivation to participate to the project and contribute to its   program with ideas, information, proposals for workshops, as well as creative skills

-          Between 18 and 25 years old

-          Available to join for the whole duration of the project

-          Member of one of the 6 partner organizations involved in the project 

 

Application procedure
· Deadline for applications is June 1st , 2010
· A completed application form with any other relevant information shall be sent to: (@partner in the country)

· All candidates will be informed by email about the decision

 

Looking forward to welcome you in Germany ! 
SCI-Germany and SVIT-Ukraine
 

